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or utterances like the dying speech of Socrates,
these things were not achieved until the Middle
Ages, and while Acton does not exaggerate the
degree of liberty achieved by the Church he yet
nowhere reminds his reader of the imperium in
imperio that the Church tried to set up. He
remarks that feudalism made land the measure and
the master of all things. " Men depended on the
landlord for the means of escaping starvation, and
thus his power became paramount over the liberty
of the subject and the authority of the State.3'l
The real security against the feudal hierarchy was
the ecclesiastical hierarchy.

Hobhouse has well analysed the causes that made
for freedom in medieval Europe. He demonstrates
that the sale of men was on the whole opposed by
the Church and that slavery was limited under
religious influences. Although in the Frankish
Empire the serf might not leave his land he could
not on the other hand be sold apart from the
land. He could acquire property though he had
no definite control of it. He had to perform
certain definite services to his master and in the
earlier period he required the lord's consent to
marry. He came under the protection of the
law. Later on he acquired the right to marry,
and it was against the doctrine of the Church that
the marriage and family ties of the slave should
be disregarded by the master. The growth of free
cities and of the Church substantially favoured
freedom.2

The Crusades had vastly stimulated trade and
i Op. tit., p. 34.                                         3 Op. cit., p. 318.